
 

Briefing Paper May Fayre 2023 
 
 
Background: 
With a very successful Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Fayre now firmly in the rear view mirror, 
the Rotary Club of Leighton Linslade has turned its attention to next year and the proposed 
return of the town’s traditional May Day Fayre on Monday May 1st 2023. 
 
May Fayre, in its traditional sense, has not taken place since 2019 due to COVID and the 
aforementioned Jubilee Fayre and Rotary are keen to return this staple of the Leighton 
Linslade calendar to its place as Leighton’s traditional “start of summer”. 
 
However, there are challenges to overcome if we are to retain this precious event as a major 
event for the town as well as a vehicle to raise charitable funds for distribution in the 
community. 
 

 
Challenges: 

 The Jubilee Fayre has set an extremely high standard and one a large portion of our 
population will expect us to match having experienced nothing different. 

 By consensus, the general economy will have experienced a tough 2022/23 winter 
 There are already early indications (encountered during Jubilee Fayre negotiations) 

that Franchises are not willing to be as generous and Attractions are more 
expensive; a kind of perfect storm. 

 

 
Current Position:  
Having fully de-briefed the Jubilee Fayre and also re-visited the outcomes of the traditional 
May Fayres, it has become clear that the event has been the victim of its own success and 
has become a significant Community Attraction/ Event. However, this development requires 
that the event retains a Quality level that meets population expectations, without this 
Quality the event will cease  to thrive and die on the vine and  the whole community will in 
Rotary’s opinion lose one of its landmark events.  
 



The Way Forward: 
Rotary believe we must do all we can to retain May Fayre as a major community event but 
also as a fundraiser, not just for Rotary but for many other local organisations including local 
businesses. As such we  will be planning accordingly for 2023.  
 
The Town Council very generously supported the Jubilee Fayre with a £7,000 grant which 
contributed significantly to the Quality and Variety of Attractions which the Fayre delivered 
and which contributed to the events stunning success as evidenced by the crowds and the 
feedback. 
 
It is also worth mentioning that the charitable impact of the Jubilee Fayre will be seen as we 
enter the challenges of this winter, with announcements due shortly. 
 
On this basis we would respectfully ask the Town Council to consider a financial 
contribution of between £5k to £7k to May Fayre 2023 costs, either via a general grant or 
via specific sponsorship e.g. Arena Attractions, all of which can and would be publicly 
recognised. 
This type of contribution would enable the event to retain its place in our Community and 
the Quality element which we consider vital to the long term health and well being would 
ensure a vibrant “start to summer.” 
 
Summary: 
May Fayre 2023 (Monday May 1st) is already in the planning stages and Rotary will deliver to 
the best of its ability for the benefit of the whole community including other charities and 
businesses. The Town Council’s financial support would ensure the Quality element so vital 
to this kind of event and ensure that May Fayre continues to be recognised as the premier 
major single day event in Bedfordshire. 
 
 
Richard Johnson OBE  
Chairman May Fayre Team 
Rotary Club of Leighton Linslade. 

Attached small selection of Jubilee Fayre Photographs: 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 



 


